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WETLAND ECOSYSTEMS 
Grade 5 

90 Minutes 

  

 

THEME 

Get to know a wetland ecosystem, its living and non-living components, their roles and their 

interactions with each other. Understand how each component is adapted to its 

environment. Identify human actions that can threaten wetland ecosystems, what the zoo is 

doing and what you can do to protect wetlands. You won’t even have to get wet! 

 

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS 

Grade Five – Wetland Ecosystems 

 

GOALS 

In support of the zoo’s mission, the Wetland Ecosystems program will enable students to 

learn about: wetland ecosystems by studying life in a local pond, organisms that live in, on 

and around wetlands and adaptations that suit pond organisms to their environment, 

interactions among wetland organisms and the role of each organism as part of a food web 

and the role of human action in affecting wetland habitats and populations.  

 

 



CALGARY ZOO SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

 

 
 

 

SCHEDULE 

*Please note, this program ends at Cequel Energy Lodge in the Canadian Wilds and takes 

place entirely outside. 

 "What is a wetland?" This question is explored through a discussion at the river. 

 What animals would you find in a wetland and why?  

What are the basic needs of animals?  

What adaptations do these animals have? 

These questions are explored by stops and discussions at different enclosures and 

looking at and touching biofacts.  

 Pond dipping. In groups, students collect, observe, identify and release invertebrates. 

 Filtration activity. Students build water filters using various materials. 

  Why are wetlands disappearing in Alberta? What can be done? 

 

OUTCOMES 

 Students will recognize and describe one or more examples of wetland ecosystems 

found in the local area. 

 Students will understand that a wetland ecosystem involves interactions between 

living and nonliving things, both in and around the water. 

 Students will identify some plants and animals found at a wetland site, both in and 

around the water and describe the life cycles of these plants and animals. 

 Students will identify and describe adaptations that make certain plants and animals 

suited for life in a wetland. 

 Students will identify individual and group actions that can be taken to preserve and 

enhance wetland habitats.  

 Students will describe the role the Calgary Zoo plays in the conservation of the 

Whooping Cranes.  

 

BOOK A PROGRAM 

Follow the link for booking forms and further information: 

http://www.calgaryzoo.com/school-programs/book-your-program  

http://www.calgaryzoo.com/school-programs/book-your-program

