
Going to ZOOLIGHTS

A Teaching Story



The Calgary Zoo is a fun place to visit with lots of animals to see and learn about.

I am going to be visiting the zoo soon.

Usually the zoo is open in the daytime, but I am visiting at

night for something special.

Visiting the Calgary Zoo



ZOOLIGHTS is an event with lots of colourful lights. It is a special event that only 

happens in the winter-time.

It is an outside event, so I need to dress in my warm clothes.

ZOOLIGHTS



Sunday nights at ZOOLIGHTS are different.  

The music is turned off and some lights that move are 

slower. Some places that have lots of lights might be 

different on these nights.

This is for people who like things quieter and calmer.

Sundays at ZOOLIGHTS



ZOOLIGHTS is very beautiful.

There are a lot of lights in lots of different shapes.



To keep everyone safe, I may have 

to wear my face mask or face 

shield to go inside buildings, like 

the ENMAX Conservatory or 

Kitamba Café.

If I am outside, I don’t need to 

wear it.

Wearing my mask



The zoo has a Magical Map to help me find my way. It 

can be downloaded to help me choose my paths.

Navigating the Zoo



The Zoo entrance has cool statues of animals and an underground tunnel 

with colourful lights.  Sometimes the tunnel can be noisy, so I might want 

to cover my ears or wear my headphones.

Entering the Zoo



The Zoo can be a busy place, so I need to stay with

my group at all times. It is not safe to run away in a

busy place.

Staying Together



Some places in the Zoo can be very busy and I might 

have to wait in line to get in.

Waiting in line



At ZOOLIGHTS, you don't get to see any 

animals. At night, most animals like to sleep in 

a quiet place.

That means that I won’t be able to see them on 

my visit, and that is ok.

I can come back a different day.

ZOOLIGHTS is special



At ZOOLIGHTS there is 

sometimes music playing.

This music is not too loud and is 

not everywhere.

I can decide how much music I 

want to hear.

Music at ZOOLIGHTS



In the Africa section of the Zoo 

there will be drumming and 

music.

I can choose to not go there if it is 

too loud for me.

Drums at ZOOLIGHTS



There are lots of fun activities at ZOOLIGHTS. 

My adults will help me decide which ones are right for me.

Activities at ZOOLIGHTS



At ZOOLIGHTS there are firepits I can visit to warm up.

I can choose to not visit them.

The firepits are a safe place to visit, and have people working at them to make sure 

it is always safe.

Firepits at ZOOLIGHTS



If I need to take a break at the Zoo, there is a building 

open on Sundays called Grazers Restaurant. 

It is right across from the flamingoes. 

It is a Calm Room where I can take a break.



Grazers looks like this:



This classroom will have stuff to look at and is also 

a good place to calm down if I feel stressed.

There are also private bathrooms here I can use if I 

need to.

The people working in the room are there to teach 

me things or help me if I need it.

The Calm Room



ZOOLIGHTS is a big event, so I might not get to see 

everything in my visit.

There are over 2 million lights at ZOOLIGHTS!



The Calgary Zoo is really excited that I am coming 

for a visit.

If I want to explore more about the Zoo before I 

come, I can look at their website:

www.calgaryzoo.com


